Osteopathic Medical Student Applicants
For the second consecutive year, the number of applications has increased, represented by a 5.8% growth between 2003 and 2004 (Figure 1) . Even with this slight increase in the number of applicants for 2004, however, the overall numbers continue to be considerably lower than the high point in 1997 (10, 764) . Since 1999 (8396) , the total number of applicants has decreased by 14% ( Table 1) .
After its peak in 1997, the number of underrepresented minority applicants has steadily decreased. In 1998, 936 individuals of underrepresented minorities applied to the 19 colleges of osteopathic medicine, and that number dropped further in 1999 to 790 before rebounding to 829 in 2000. The decline in underrepresented minority applicants continued through 2001 and 2002 to 693 and 684, respectively; however, Table 3) .
The number of female osteopathic medical students enrolled at the colleges of osteopathic medicine continues to increase. 
Geographic Source of First-Year Students
For the first time, more than half of all first-year osteopathic medical students seek medical education outside their home state. Of the 3308 first-year students enrolled at the 20 colleges of osteopathic medicine during the 2003-2004 academic year, 47.8% were residents of the state in which the college of osteopathic medicine is located and 51.5% were nonresidents. During the 2002-2003 academic year, 1590 (51.6%) of the first-year students were from the state in which the college of osteopathic medicine is located. 
Income and Expenditures of Osteopathic Medical Colleges
The 20 colleges of osteopathic medicine reported total revenue of $809,862,891 in FY 2003, which constitutes a 3.9% increase from 2002 ($778,900,000). As in the past, tuition contributes substantially more to total revenues in the private schools than it does in the public schools, which draw more heavily from state subsidies. Students benefit from state government funding, which continues to play an important role in the fiscal health of osteopathic medical education. The Armed Forces also continues to be a significant source of funds to students and their schools through the Armed Forces Health Professions Scholarship Program.
Total Table 5) . Because of special funding relationships with the states, public colleges generally admit a much higher proportion of state residents than do private schools. 
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